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SAVE ON APPLICATION FEES 
Our colleges have agreed to waive application 

fees for moreCollegeOffers students 

 

Super Charge Your Search 
You should not have to spend hundreds of dollars in application fees or wait months to 
find out if you will be admitted to or receive scholarship support from colleges. 
 

moreCollegeOffersTM.com helps you receive more admission and scholarship offers 
while saving you time and money.  
                                                                                  When Colleges Compete, You Win! 
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We are excited to introduce the third edition of our Infinite Scholars College Scholarship Guide. This 
scholarship guide is exclusive to Infinite Scholars and supports our mission to provide all deserving students, 
especially financially-disadvantaged students and students of diversity, the guidance and access to financial 
resources they need to further their education and pursue degrees at institutions of higher education.

The goal of our Scholarship Guide is to provide the over 15,000 annual participating students and their 
parents valuable information about college funding options. We will be distributing a hard copy of this 
guide to all participants of our scholarship fairs as well as posting it on www.infinitescholar.org and 
electronically distributing it to over 150,000 people in our database.  

Thank you to MOHELA and the colleges and sponsors who made our Scholarship Guide and fairs possible 
and for your support of the Infinite Scholars Program.  I wish you great success!          

Thomas “T” Ousley 
Founder and CEO

Friends of Infinite Scholars,
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90%
OF STUDENTS
RECEIVE
SOME FORM OF
FINANCIAL AID 

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
Agriculture

• Agri-Business and Economics
• Animal Science/ Pre-Veterinary Medicine
• Aquatic Science
• Plant, Soil & Environmental Science

Family & Consumer Sciences
• Dietetics
• Family, Child & Community Services
• Textiles, Apparel & Merchandising Management

Hospitality Management

REGINALD F. LEWIS COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Accounting
Management
Management Information Systems
Marketing

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Health & Physical Education

• Dance
• Recreation
• Sport Management

Interdisciplinary Studies

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY
Computer Engineering
Computer Science
Electronics Engineering Technology
Industrial & Logistics Technology
Manufacturing Engineering
Mathematics
Mechanical Engineering Technology

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES
Criminal Justice
Economics & Finance
English
History
Mass Communications
Music
Political Science
Social Work
Sociology
Visual Arts

COLLEGE OF NATURAL & HEALTH SCIENCES
Biology/ Pre-Medicine
Chemistry

• Biochemistry/ Pre-Professional
• Forensics Chemistry

Psychology

LAUNCH your career with an INTERNSHIP with one of our many
CORPORATE INDUSTRY PARTNERS
NASCAR The Martin Agency Sabra Corporation
Disney Petersburg Public Schools Deloitte US 
Amazon	 Office	of	the	Governor	 Riverside	Logistics
Google Rolls-Royce Northrup Grumman
Facebook Hilton Brands Lockheed Martin

■ WE HAVE ONE OF THE LOWEST 4-YEAR COLLEGE  
 TUITIONS IN THE REGION
■ OUR AVERAGE FINANCIAL AID AWARD IS OVER
 $11, 000
■ SCHOLARSHIPS, FEDERAL AND STATE AID CAN   
 MAKE US EVEN MORE AFFORDABLE

29
UNDERGRADUATE
MAJORS

THE TRUTH ABOUT TUITION

30
JUST 30 MINUTES TO
RICHMOND, VA
LESS THAN 2 HOURS TO
WASHINGTON, DC,
VIRGINIA BEACH AND
RALEIGH-DURHAM, NC

 A
EXPERIENCE

Transformative

VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSITY
1 HAYDEN DRIVE, PETERSBURG, VA 23806   ■  WWW.VSU.EDU
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Stay academically and physically fit at the University of Missouri–St. Louis. Named one of “America’s Best Colleges”

by Forbes Magazine, and now boasting a brand new Recreation and Wellness Center, UMSL is where you can truly go 

the distance. Words and pictures only go so far, call 1-888-GO-2-UMSL, email admissions@umsl.edu or visit umsl.edu 

to make an appointment.
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 Grants & scholarships

a

intro to

The low-down

There are more than 50 billion dollars available to help 
you fund your college education. Grants and scholarships 

are financial aid that don’t have to be paid back. They are 
called gift aid. Your goal when funding your college education 
should be to secure as much gift aid as possible.  

All kinds of students receive gift aid. Most grants are awarded 
based upon financial need. A good portion of gift aid, however, 
is awarded for academic achievement. If you are planning 
to go to college, you should definitely apply for grants and 
scholarships. Remember, however, that gift aid rarely covers 
the entire cost of college. It’s just part of the picture — a 
picture that may include loans, family savings and other 
sources of money.

grantS and ScholarShipS deFined

The terms “grant” and “scholarship” are oftentimes used 
interchangeably, but there are usually differences between 
these two forms of aid.

Most grants are need-based. This means that they are awarded 
based on your or your family’s financial situation.

Most scholarships are merit-based. This means that they are 
awarded to students with certain qualities, such as proven 
academic or athletic ability. Many scholarships have rules 
— maintaining a certain GPA, for example — that must be 
followed to continue receiving aid.

SourceS oF grantS and ScholarShipS

Both grants and scholarships come from the following sources.

Governments

Federal and state governments are sources of gift aid.

• The federal government is the largest source of need-
based gift aid, primarily in the form of the Pell Grant.

• State governments often provide funding for residents 
attending college in their state.

Colleges

Many colleges offer grants and scholarships to their students.

• These may be merit-based or needs-based, or a 
combination of the two.

• College scholarships may have stricter rules for 
renewing than do other sources.

Private Organizations

Many companies, foundations, community organizations and 
clubs sponsor grants or scholarships. Awards from companies 
and organizations are called outside, or private awards.

Here are some examples of possible sources of outside 
scholarships:

• Your parents’ employers or labor unions.
• Your family’s religious center.
• Organizations such as the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 4-H, Boy 
Scouts of America, Kiwanis International, Rotary Club, 
Lions Club, Optimist Club.

Grant programs are often considered the most attractive 
form of financial aid because they are essentially free 

funds from the government. Financial aid does not get any 
better than these awards – grants do not have to be paid back, 
do not generally require you to be a straight A student, and 
are even available to students who are attending college on a 
part-time basis. Even if you don’t think you will qualify, every 
student (with their parents) should make sure to apply for 
federal and state aid.

Grants: The Basics

A grant is a financial aid award given to a student with no 
expectation of repayment after graduation. However, students 
failing to complete the courses or program paid for by the 
grant are often obligated to repay the grant amount, often in a 
much shorter period of time than a student loan.
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Stay academically and physically fit at the University of Missouri–St. Louis. Named one of “America’s Best Colleges”

by Forbes Magazine, and now boasting a brand new Recreation and Wellness Center, UMSL is where you can truly go 

the distance. Words and pictures only go so far, call 1-888-GO-2-UMSL, email admissions@umsl.edu or visit umsl.edu 
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Grants are awarded based only on a student’s demonstrated 
financial need typically using the Expect Family Contribution  
(EFC) as a measure of need (described further in this section). 
Applying for grants does not require you to impress anyone, 
write a great essay, or earn grades at the top of the class. But 
it is critical that anyone wanting grants follow federal or state 
financial aid deadlines. Due to the large number of people 
applying for federal and state grants, the government does not 
give extensions if your application is late (good reason or not). 

Although grants are commonplace for most college students, 
they should not be taken as a given or accepted without some 
thought. First, these programs, much more than loan programs, 
are subject to federal and state funding cuts. So remember, 
just because you received an award for a certain amount your 
freshman year, you are not guaranteed the same amount for 
future years. Secondly, there are very strict rules surrounding 
grants and students who drop out of school. Students who 
start a program funded by grants but do not finish are often 
expected to repay some or all of the money within a matter of 
months. 

UnderstandinG Financial need

The first step to complete when applying for grant aid is to 
determine how much you and your parents can reasonably pay 
per year toward your college education. This sum is called the 
Expected Family Contribution or EFC. To view the formula 
used to calculate EFC you can visit www.studentaid.ed.gov. Or, 
for an easy to use online calculator, use the EFC calculator at 
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org. Once your EFC is calculated, 
the government and your college will help to make up the 
difference between how much your family can pay (the EFC) 
and how much the school costs to attend. This amount is your 
“financial need.”

If you are not yet a high school senior, the FAFSA4caster is an 
excellent tool to help you understand what will likely be your 
Expected Family Contribution. Simply provide some basic 
information and the online program will estimate your eligibility 
for federal student aid including grants, loans, and work study. 
The FAFSA4caster will provide an estimate of the federal package 
you will receive. Remember, this package includes grants  
(gift money), loans, and work study.  Loans will need to be 
repaid and work study requires you to work on campus in 
order to receive funds.  The FAFSA4caster can be found at 
www.studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate. 

P e l l  G r a n t s
The Pell Grant Program is the single largest source of financial 
aid in the United States, handing out well over $30 billion 
annually to students. 

Eligibility

The Pell Grant Program requires that you:

• Demonstrate a financial need;
• Are an undergraduate student who has not earned a 

bachelor’s degree;
• Are a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen;
• Have a high school diploma or a GED;
• Are under age 24.

Award Amount

The maximum Pell Grant for the 2018-19 award year is 
$6,095. The amount of the grant depends upon your EFC - 
Expected Family Contribution and several factors, including 
your COA - Cost of Attendance (tuition and fees, room 
and board, books, and supplies) and the amount of time 
you attend college (whether a full academic year or less, 
and whether you attend full-time or part-time). You cannot 
receive Pell Grant funds from more than one college at a time. 
 
Disbursement
A college may credit Pell Grant funds to your account, pay 
you directly, or use a combination of these two methods. The 
college must notify you in writing of the amount of the Pell 
Grant, and of how and when payments are made. Colleges 
must pay at least once per term, whether that is a semester, 
trimester or quarter. 

How to Apply
Apply for Pell Grants, as well as all federal, state and some 
institutional financial aid programs, by completing the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at www.
fafsa.ed.gov or you can request a paper FAFSA from the Federal 
Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC) at 800-4-FED-AID 
(433-3243). Check with your chosen college to find out the 
filing deadline for the FAFSA.

When to Apply

Your FAFSA may be started on October 1 of the year prior to 
your first year in college. Thus, if you plan to enroll in college at 
the start of the fall semester (August), you can start completing 
your FAFSA in October of the previous year. 

a
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M icro-Scholarships 

These programs do not require you to do anything different to earn funds for colleges. You earn funds based on your achievements and 
purchasing habits. 

Micro-scholarships

Micro-scholarships are an excellent way for students as early as 9th grade to start earning scholarships. These micro-scholarships are earned 
for a variety of academic and extracurricular achievements. 

A sample of micro-scholarships now available include:

• $400 for getting an A in a course
• $400 for each leadership position in an activity
• $750 for taking an Honors for Dual Enrollment course
• $1,500 for taking an AP or IB course
• $1,000 for visiting campus

Rewards Program

Rewards programs allow you to earn scholarship dollars when your parents (and you) make purchases. The largest rewards program is  
Upromise offered by Sallie Mae. Upromise members accrue account credit on eligible purchases from grocery stores, online retailers, 
travel, and restaurants. Members can direct their earnings into a high-yield savings account or tax-deferred 529 plan. There is no cost to 
be a member. Sign up at www.upromise.com. 

and Rewards Programs

Infinite Scholars recommends you set up an account 
with Raise.me. The program is free and more than 
100 colleges and universities participate (with 
more being added every month). 

Join at www.raise.me. You will need to keep your 
account updated regularly. 

Name: Education is Freedom Scholarship Program
Number of Scholarships: 200+
Scholarship Amounts: $2,000
Website: www.educationisfreedom.com

Name: Elks Most Valuable Student Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 500+
Scholarship Amounts: $1,000-$15,000
Website: www.elks.org

Name: Gates Millenium Scholars
Number of Scholarships: 1,000
Scholarship Amount: Full Tuition
Website: www.gmsp.org

Name: KRC Colonel’s Scholars Program
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amount: $5,000/year
Website: www.kfcfoundation.org

Name: Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Number of Scholarships: 40
Scholarship Amount: up to $40,000
Website: www.jkcf.org

Name: Questbridge
Number of Scholarships: 500+
Scholarship Amount: Up to Full Cost
Website: www.questbridge.org

Name: Sallie Mae Scholarships
Number of Scholarships: 500+
Scholarship Amount: $500-$5,000
Website: www.thesalliemaefund.org

Name: U.S. Junior Chamber of commerce Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000
Website: www.usjaycees.org

need-Based schol arshiPs
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Other MajOr  
Federal Grants

Although the Pell Grant is the largest of federal grant programs, 
it is by no means the only program. In fact, a number of other 
substantial grants might be available on top or in place of the 
Pell Grant. 

The Academic Competitiveness Grant

The Academic Competiveness Grant (ACG) is awarded 
only to students who are also eligible for a Pell Grant. It is a 
bonus grant for Pell Grant recipients who have demonstrated 
academic rigor by passing a certain amount of core classes 
in high school or by maintaining at least a 3.0 GPA in their 
freshman year of college.

The maximum ACG grant for the freshman year of college is 
currently $750, with a maximum of $1,300 being awarded 
in a student’s sophomore year. No awards are made for junior 
year or later. Eligible students who file a Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form will automatically 
be notified if they are eligible to receive the ACG grant. If 
eligible, a student must provide additional information and 
documents to his or her college of choice to complete the 
award process.

The National SMART Grant

The National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain 
Talent (SMART) grant may award up to an additional $4,000 
to students who are eligible for the Pell Grant. Students can 
receive this in their third and fourth year of college. 

To be eligible, a student must be enrolled in a degree program 
in one of the following subjects: physical and life sciences, 
computer sciences, technology, engineering, math, or critical 
foreign language. Additionally, students must maintain a 3.0 
GPA.

Students eligible for a SMART Grant are automatically 
notified by their college’s financial aid office after completing 
their FAFSA form. If you are not notified early in your 
academic year, you should make a trip to the financial aid 
office and ask why you have not been notified.

The Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant
 
A Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 
(FSEOP) is a grant for undergraduate students who have 

exceptional financial need. In other words, you will likely not 
receive this unless your EFC is zero. To receive a FSEOG, 
you must fill out the FAFSA so your college can determine 
how much financial need you have. Students who will receive 
Federal Pell Grants and have the most financial need will 
receive FSEOG’s first. The FSEOG does not need to be 
repaid. Students can receive between $100 and $4,000 a year, 
depending upon financial need.
 
The FSEOP program is administered directly by the financial 
aid office at each participating school and is therefore called 
“campus-based” aid. Not all schools participate so if you 
believe you will be able to demonstrate extraordinary financial 
need with an EFC of zero, you will need to double-check that 
the selected school participates in the program. Failure to do 
so could cost you up to $4,000 in lost aid, should you select a 
non-FSEOG school.  

The TEACH Grants

A TEACH Grant can help you pay for college if you plan to 
become a teacher in a high-need field in a low-income area. A 
TEACH grant is different from other federal student grants 
because it requires that you take certain classes to receive the 
grant, and then hold specific jobs to keep the grant from 
becoming a loan. With a TEACH grant you will be required 
to teach for a certain length of time in a low-income school, 
so make sure you understand your obligations. The TEACH 
Grant program provides grants of up to $4,000 a year. 

State Grant Programs

Many states, often the more populated states, offer their 
own internal grant program if you plan to attend a college 
or university within the state. These programs are designed 
to complement the Pell Grant and other federal programs. 
For the most part, you must be considered a resident of these 
states to participate in these programs. If you are not planning 
to attend college in the state where you graduated high school, 
it might take you a year or more to become eligible if you are 
moving from out of state.

Most states have a separate application deadline for state-
based financial aid, so it is important to know exactly your 
application’s deadline. Further, some states require a student 
to submit an additional form in addition to the federal FAFSA 
form, so be sure to read the application requirements carefully.

Visit the National Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators website for a link to your state’s program. The 
web address is 

www.nasfaa.org/State_Financial_Aid_Programs
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The Chicago Teachers Union Foundation proudly supports the Infinite 
Scholars Fair in Chicago as well as funds the participation of ALL  

Chicago Public Schools seniors to be enrolled in moreCollegeOffers.com 
 

Chicago Fair Hosted at: 

 
We collaborate with community organizations and external partnerships for 
resolution on policies centered around public education. This requires us to be 
very grassroots, very attuned and aligned with students, teachers, parents and 
community stakeholders that advocate for public education. We support 
organizations that support people and we work to create a space for stakeholders 
to work with us to make a difference. 
 
The Chicago Teachers Union Foundation Quest Center is the premier professional 
development provider in Chicago for Chicago’s public school teachers, clinicians, 
counselors, and PSRPs. We offer a variety of professional learning opportunities 
through workshops, courses, learning series, and learning labs.  

Chicago Teachers Union 
Foundation 
1901 W. Carroll Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60612-2401 
Phone: 312-329-9100 
Fax: 312-329-6205 
 
Walter Taylor, NBCT 
Director of Professional 
Development 
waltertaylor@ctuf.edu 

The Chicago Teachers Union Foundation supports public education through grantmaking to community organizations, 
professional development for teachers, and our charitable donations. The Foundation’s mission is to “the advancement, 
enhancement, and support of public education.” 
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Scholarships, at their core, are free money awarded for performance, be it on the field, in 
the classroom, or in a scholarship essay. Make no mistake about it, winning scholarships 
is competitive. You are not just competing against yourself in terms of finding the right 

options, dressing up your application, and keeping track of key details. You are also competing 
against every other person out there who is scrambling to pay for college.

But don’t be discouraged. Winning scholarships is as much a test of endurance and willingness 
to commit to a log-term process as it is, to some degree, a numbers game - just like hitting 
a homerun. You hit enough balls (or send enough applications), and you’ll eventually hit a 
homerun.

Scholarships
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Full-ride scholarships are extremely rare. While 
many students dream that they will receive 
full-ride scholarships, you should definitely 

not count on them. There are fewer than 250 private 
scholarships that provide enough money to pay for 
all college costs. Among full-time college students, a 
mere .3 percent receive a full ride to college.

You should also apply to less popular 
scholarships. Many students don’t want 
to apply for scholarships worth less than 

$1,000, but these scholarships can be easier to win. 
Students also tend to dismiss competitions requiring 
the submission of an essay. These scholarships tend 
to have fewer students applying so you often have a 
better chance to receive the award. See our tips later in 
this section about writing a winning essay.

Some majors are more lucrative than others. 
Students who major in a STEM field (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) are 

more likely to win a scholarship. In one survey, 23.2 
percent of math/statistics majors and 17.6 percent 
of engineering students earned a scholarship, while 
only 9.5 percent of business majors won one. While 
you might not be thinking of majoring in a STEM 
field, you might want to consider adding a minor in 
a STEM field. This will not only make your more 
marketable for future employment but will also open 
more scholarship opportunities for you.

You’ll often have better luck with local 
scholarships. There can be less competition for 
local scholarships. Ask your guidance counselor 

about local scholarships and also check out the jobs 
and career section of your local library. You need to do 
the footwork because some local scholarship sponsors 
don’t want their listings in the national scholarship 
databases.

Do some volunteer work to increase your 
chances. Many scholarship providers include 
a requirement that recipients be engaged in 

volunteer activities. Sponsors would rather see a 
student who sticks with one volunteer activity for 
a long time than one who hops around to various 
charities.

Scholarships can reduce your financial aid 
award. If you win a private scholarship, the 
college could reduce your financial aid package 

by the amount of the award. So, if you win a $3,000 
scholarship, the college could cut the aid package 
by $3,000. Why are you “penalized” for winning a 
private scholarship? Federal rules require that a college 
consider outside scholarships when calculating a 
financial aid package. Ideally you want the college to 
reduce the loan portion of your financial aid award 
and not reduce your grant money. Ask schools about 
their policies.

Things to Know 
About ScholarShipS

1

2

3

4

5

6

Winning private college scholarships can certainly help 
make college more affordable, but you need to accept the 
realities of competing for college cash. Before you start 
looking for scholarships, here are some facts that you need 
to know.Scholarships
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4

Primary and 
Special-
Interest 
Scholarships
There are two kinds of scholarships 
available: primary & special-interest. 
Primary scholarships are those that 
are built around four main criteria 
and that offer the most opportunities 
across multiple organizations, as well 
as the largest amounts of money per 
award. Special-interest scholarships 
are those that are offered by smaller 
organizations and are focused on 
things that a large number of students 
might not be able to relate to or have 
any interest in.

    The “big four” of  
    primary scholarships:

Academics -  
      Are you grades better than most?
Heritage -  
      Does your ethnic background  
      provide opportunities?
Career Path -  
     Are you excited about a certain 
     profession?
Institutional -  
     Does your school of choice offer  
     unique scholarships open to its 
     students?

Don’t assume that you do not qualify 
for a heritage scholarship. Taking 
a hard look at your family tree can 
bear some serious financial fruit. 
Many scholarship organizations that 
award scholarships based on ethnic 
heritage require someone to be 
only one-eighth or one-sixteenth of 
that ethnic background. Two of the 
largest heritage scholarship programs 
are the United Negro College Fund 
(UNCF) and the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI). 
The UNCF annually awards 
over 10,000 scholarships and 
internships under 400 programs 
for students from low- and 
moderate-income  families  to
attend more than 1,100 
institutions and universities 
across the country. Visit their 
website at www.uncf.org. 

The CHCI Next Opp program 
offers one time awards of 
$1,000 for students pursuing 
an associate degree and 
$2,500 for students pursuing 
a bachelor degree. They also 
maintain a searchable database 
containing hundreds of private 
scholarship opportunities for 
Hispanic and Latino students. 
Their website is www.chci.org. 

Aside from the four primary 
categories for scholarships, 
there are thousands of other 
scholarships that cannot 
be neatly grouped into any 
one of the large categories. 
You might find that you 
qualify for a few scholarships 
based on where you live, a 
few based on where you or 
your parents work, and one because 
you have an exceptional talent. So 
with special-interest scholarships, 
you need to cast a wide net, and 
be very creative in how and with 

whom you identify yourself. The 
best way to do this is to identify 
potential special-interest areas around 
which you’ll build your research.
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Here are some of the special-
interest scholarship categories 

you’ll want to investigate:

GeoGraphical location: Many 
communities, cities, and states offer 
scholarships for current or former 
residents. These can be offered by 
local and state government as well 
as private foundations that focus on 
a specific community like a city or 
school district. Check with your local 
community organizations, chamber 
of commerce, and local government 
offices. Your high school guidance 
counselor is also a good source for 
local scholarship opportunities.

reliGioUs affiliations: Whether 
you’re Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, 
or another religion, there are at least 
a few scholarship opportunities out 
there for each group. In addition to 
the standard internet search, be sure 
to check with your church’s local and 
national office or organizing body.

employers: You should make a list 
of all of your own, your parents’, and 
even your grandparents’ past and 
current employers. The scholarships 
from these sources are typically small 
($250 to $2,000) but they may be 
some of the easiest to earn. In addition 
to researching on the internet, you 
should make a call to each company’s 
human resources department to see if 
it offers any benefits.

scholarships for Women: Millions 
of dollars each year are allocated to 
scholarships specifically for women. 
Research has shown that women are 
more likely to graduate from college, 
launch non-profit organizations, 
and start successful businesses. 
Such scholarships empower women 
in many different ways, and have 
proven to be extremely successful in 
providing opportunity. As a result, 
every year, more and more scholarship 
opportunities appear for women 
from new organizations, government 
agencies, and corporations.

scholarships for VolUnteerinG & 
serVice: Volunteer and community 
service scholarships reward you for 
helping others. It’s a nice way to 
do well by doing good. Consider 
programs such as Americorp that 
provide educational awards to be 
used toward tuition and other 

college expenses.  In addition to 
Americorp, college bound students 
who are involved in volunteering 
and community service should 
ask whether there are any awards 
available at the location where they 
perform their community service. It 
is quite common for hospitals and 
nursing homes, veterans groups, 
churches, historical societies, fraternal 
organizations and other community 
service organizations to provide 
scholarships to recognize outstanding 
community service by young 
volunteers. You may also want to 
consider programs that award funds 
for annual service requirements. The 
Bonner Scholars Program is one of 
the largest. Most of these programs 
are run directly through participating 
universities so to learn more, contact 
your financial aid representative at 
your university.

www.dom.edu
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This list includes some of the best scholarships available for a 
wide variety of students. Although there are literally thousands  
upon thousands of different scholarships, the ones you’ll 
find here are all given to multiple recipients. This, of course, 
significantly raises your chances of winning because you don’t 
have to beat our every other applicant.

heritaGe & Gender-related scholarships

Name: Adelante Hispanic Fund
Number of Scholarships: 20+
Scholarship Amount: $2,000
Website: www.adelantefund.org

Name: American Indian Education Foundation
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amount: $2,000
Website: www.nrcprograms.org

Name: Asian & Pacific Islander Fund
Number of Scholarships: 200+
Scholarship Amount: $2,500
Website: www.apiasf.org

Name: Ford Motor Minority Dealers Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 10
Scholarship Amount: $2,500
Website: www.fmmda.org

Name: General Motors Minority Dealers Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 20+
Scholarship Amount: $2,500
Website: www.gmmda.org

Name: Girls Going Places Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 15
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$10,000
Website: www.guardianlife.com

Name: LaUnidad Latina Scholarships
Number of Scholarships: 25+
Scholarship Amount: $500-$1,000
Website: www.launidadlatine.org

Name: LULAC General Scholarship Program
Number of Scholarships: 500+
Scholarship Award: $250-$2,000
Website: www.lnesc.org

Name: Ron Brown Scholarship (African-American)
Number of Scholarships: 15+
Scholarship Award: $10,000
Website: www.ronbrown.org

Name: United Negro College Fund
Number of Scholarships: 1,000+
Scholarship Amount: $750-$7,500
Website: www.uncf.org

Name: Xerox Minority Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$10,000
Website: www.xerox.com

academic or sUbject-related scholarships

Name: Alice Halton Scholarships
Subject: Information Technology
Number of Scholarships: 20+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$2,000
Website: www.alhef.org

Name: American Chemical Society Scholarship
Subject: Chemistry
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amount: Up to $3,000
Website: www.acs.org

Name: American Meteorological Society Scholarship
Subject: Meteorology
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $2,500
Website: www.ametsoc.org

Name: American Society of Mechanical Engineers
Subject: Mechanical Engineering
Number of Scholarships: 15+
Scholarship Amount: $1,500
Website: asme.org

Name: Anita Borg Scholarship Fund
Subject: Computer Science
Number of Scholarships: 20+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$10,000
Website: www.google.com/anitaborg

Name: Bank of America Achievement Scholarship
Subject: Open
Number of Scholarships: 300+
Scholarship Amount: $500-$2,000
Website: www.bankofamerica.com/foundation

Name: Centex Build Your Future Scholarship
Subject: Architecture or Construction Related
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $1,500-$3,000
Website: www.nationalhousingendowment.com

Primary and Special Interest Scholarships
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Name: CFA Institute Scholarship
Subject: Economics, Finance, or Accounting
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$2,500
Website: www.cfainstitute.org

Name: Coca-Cola Scholarships
Subject: Open
Number of Scholarships: 500+
Scholarship Amount: $2,500-$5,000
Website: www.coca-colascholarships.org

Name: Commitment to Agriculture Scholarship
Subject: Agriculture
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amounts: $1,500
Website: www.ffa.org

Name: Davidson Fellows Scholarship Program
Subject: Open
Number of Scholarships: 25+
Scholarship Amounts: $10,000-$50,000
Website: www.davidsongifted.org

Name: Epsilon Sigma Alpha Scholarship
Subject: Open
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: 100+
Website: www.esaintl.com

Name: Humane Studies Fellowships
Subject: Humanities
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amounts: $500-$10,000
Website: www.theihs.org

Name: Jewell Taylor Scholarship
Subject: Family and Consumer Sciences
Number of Scholarships: 15+
Scholarship Amount: $2,000
Website: www.acfcs.org

Name: John Wickham Scholarship
Subject: Engineering or Science
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amounts: $2,000
Website: www.afcea.org

Name: Mary McMillian Scholarship
Subject: Physical Therapy
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $3,000-$5,000
Website: www.apta.org

Name: McKesson Scholarship
Subject: Nursing
Number of Scholarships: 25+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$5,000
Website: www.nsna.org

Name: Mu Alpha Theta Scholarship
Subject: Math
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $4,000
Website: www.mualphatheta.org

Name: National FFA Undergraduate Scholarships
Subject: Agriculture and Related Subjects
Number of Scholarships: 1,000+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000
Website: www.ffa.org

Name: Wildlife Leadership Award
Subject: Wildlife Studies
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $2,000
Website: www.rmef.org
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FREE

Finding 
the Right 
Scholarships
Scholarship directory books are an excellent way 
to investigate hundreds (if not thousands) of 
scholarship opportunities. Consider spending 
$20-$30 to acquire a few of these directories 
and start looking for opportunities. You might 
want to start by looking over copies in your high 
school guidance office or the local library, and 
then consider purchasing the one or two you find 
most helpful.

Consider these resources on the web:
u www.Fastweb.com 
       a free scholarship search engine;
u www.SallieMae.com/scholarships 
       a scholarship directory and matching service;
u    www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ 
        scholarship-search 
       a directory of unique state and  
       local programs.

Don’t overlook your favorite internet search 
engine in your hunt for scholarships, especially 
for smaller special-interest scholarships. Simply 
searching the Web for scholarships related to 
your unique traits or special interests, such as 
“left-handed scholarships,” will often yield results 
(and, yes, there is actually a $1,000 scholarship 
for left-handed people.)

           

1. Intel Science Talent Search

2. Siemens Competition in Math, 
Science and Technology

3. NIH Undergraduate Scholarship 
Program

4. Elks National Foundation Most 
Valuable Student Competition

5. Davidson Fellows

6. Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair

7. Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial 
Scholarships

8. Collegiate Inventors Competition

9. Coca-Cola Scholars Program

10. Gates Millennium Scholars

Winning 
the Scholarship
The first step is to identify scholarships that you have 
a likelihood of winning. The next step is to win the 
scholarship. Winning scholarships requires that you 
apply often, paying close attention to what each 
organization is looking for. If you send out one great 
application and then quit, you are no more likely to 
win a scholarship than to get in shape after just one 
great workout. Likewise, if you send out numerous 
generic applications without paying attention to what 
specific programs are looking for, you’ll feel the pain, 
but not experience any of the gain. 

Good Advice!

Most Generous 

Scholarships Programs

VISIT MIZZOU
300+ Degree Programs   |   World-Class Faculty   |   Automatic Scholarships

Eighty-one percent of Mizzou first-time college students receive some form of aid other than loans.

admissions.missouri.edu

230 Jesse Hall, Columbia, Mo. 65211   |   573-882-7786
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VISIT MIZZOU
300+ Degree Programs   |   World-Class Faculty   |   Automatic Scholarships
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230 Jesse Hall, Columbia, Mo. 65211   |   573-882-7786
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G R A B 
T H E I R 
AT T E N T I O N
Think about a show like America’s Got Talent.  
At the beginning of the season, the 
judges travel all over the country 
looking at thousands of aspiring 
talented people who have one or 
two minutes to impress the judges to 
move to the next round. Competitors 
have to wow the judges. They must 
show them something unique, 
different, or promising. While that 
might seem difficult to do, wowing 
judges is more about knowing what 
they want than what you have to 
offer. When it comes to scholarships, 
it’s about packaging yourself in a 
truthful way that fits organizational 
objectives.

The organizaTion’s purpose 
Most scholarship organizations 
believe strongly in something. 
Perhaps it is diversity or maybe it 
is a special talent. Whatever it is, 
you need to sprinkle a shared belief 
in that cause throughout your 
application, essay, and interview.
The scholarship’s purpose 
Many organizations offer scholarships that work 
toward what the organization values. An organization 
might offer a scholarship for someone who has been 
impacted by their organization, as well as one to 

someone who can impact the world on behalf of their 
organization. Your application needs to show that 
you are the ideal candidate to meet the organization’s 
goal. 
Your belief in The organizaTion  Expressing 
your personal belief in the organization from which 
you are seeking funds is crucial because organizations 
want their scholarship winners to be sources of 
publicity and recognition. If you can make it clear 
that you are going to spread the good news of 
whatever it is that they believe in, you’ll be one of 
their top candidates.
TimelY commenTs One way to grab a scholarship 
committees’ attention is to include in your application 

timely comments about the organization in 
the news or the impact the organization is 
having on the current state of affairs in a 
community. Check out their website for 
past and current activities. This shows that 
you are truly interested in the organization 
and not just their money – something many 
people sending out mass applications fail to 
do.  
send a picTure   If you have a good picture 
of yourself that you can shrink to wallet size, 
don’t be afraid to include it. Doing so makes 
your application more personable than the 
countless others without faces attached to 
them. If an organization specifically asks 
for one (which means everyone else will be 
submitting one), make sure you send a color 
picture. Simply clip it to the front; it’s likely 
to boost your chances of making it through 
the first few selection rounds. In all cases, 
don’t send a low-quality photocopy.

social media  If a scholarship organization 
has a Facebook page or is on Twitter, make 
sure and connect with them via social media. 
Organizations will often check your social 

media imprint. It will help if when they pull up your 
page they see that you are connected with them via 
social media.

If you can 
weave the 
following 

things 
into your 

scholarship 
application, 

there is a 
good chance 
you’ll make 

it into 
the pile of 
finalists.
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ARMY ROTC provides the nation with the right leaders 
at the right time. Available at more than 1,000 colleges 
and universities nationwide, Army ROTC sets you apart 
from your peers by providing unmatched personal and 
professional development. Army ROTC provides you 
great benefits like advanced career training, 
scholarship opportunities and a chance to 
develop invaluable leadership experience and skills. 

IT’S NOT FOR EVERYONE, 
JUST THE LEADERS OF
TOMORROW.
goarmy.com/rotc
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YOU’RE GOING TO
COLLEGE, WE CAN HELP
YOU GET THE MOST
OUT OF IT.

© 2017. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

Enhance your college 
experience by getting help 
paying for it and by getting 
professional training and
experience along the way.
Army ROTC is an elective
course available at more
than 1,000 college campuses
nationwide that focuses on
leadership and management
skills for success. It also
offers merit-based
scholarships that pay full-
tuition with a monthly stipend
and allowances for books 
and fees.

Find out how Army ROTC can help
you achieve your goals by visiting: 
goarmy.com/rotc
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Many students give the 
“standard answers” on their 

scholarship applications. They 
believe children are the future, 
want to solve world hunger, believe 
in world peace, and believe that 
education is the answer to all the 
troubles in the world. This means, 
of course, that if you build your 
scholarship application around 
those things, you are going to sound 
just like everyone else. While these 
are great things, scholarship 
committees are looking 
for individuals who stand 
out from the crowd.

What you need to talk about is 
you. You need to tell them your 
story. You need to give them a 
moving look into who you are 
and how this funding will help 
you become the person you’ve 
dreamed of being. Talk about 
that in real and honest terms, and 
again, you’ll stand out from the 
masses of application who fail to 
differentiate themselves.

Taking a look at the previous 
winners of a scholarship program 
can lead to some great clues about 
what to include in your application. 
Because many scholarship programs 
have profiles of the winners on 

their website, it should take you 
only a few minutes to find some 
great inside information about 
what type of applications the 
scholarship committee prefer.

If you have received any recent 
praise in the media make a copy of 
the clipping or print the webpage 
and include it with your application 
(unless the organization requests 
only the application be submitted). 
This will build an organization’s 
confidence that you can help 
expand their reputation and that 
you will represent them well.

What Makes 

You Different?
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COME VISIT SLU AND SEE WHAT MAKES US UNIQUE.  
800-SLU-FOR-U  ///  slu.edu  ///  beabilliken.com

MORE THAN  
  

UNDERGRADUATE  
PROGRAMS

90

NEARLY  30%
RANKED AMONG
THE NATION’S TOP

RESEARCH 
UNIVERSITIES100

PROGRAMS RANKED  
IN THE TOP 50

11

STUDENT POPULATION 
MADE-UP FROM  
UNDER-REPRESENTED  
GROUPS
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Tips for Writing Your Essay

Some scholarships do not require an essay or answers to 
questions about why you deserve an award, but most will. 
For the student with average credentials, this is where you can 
easily snag scholarships over more qualified applications. 

In addition to ensuring that your essay or short-answers are 
grammatically correct, typo free, and reflect the core beliefs 
and purpose of the organization and the scholarship, you 
should try to include the following elements.

Use emotive language – With thousands of 
applications in front of larger scholarship committees, make 
sure to tell your own story rather than using the standard 
answers. To help your essay stand out you need to use 
language that is more emotional than concrete. You should 
talk about hopes and dreams using words such as joy, believe, 
change, impact, opportunity, and so on. After writing your 
first draft, use a thesaurus to find words you can switch out so 
that you can demonstrate you have a stronger vocabulary and 
make your essay stand out.

Get to the point – Especially with essays which require 
a shorter word count (250 to 750 words), do not beat around 
the bush with a long introduction or a slow conclusion. Start 
with a bold statement about how 
the organization’s goals overlap with who you are, talk briefly 
about how your achievements or involvement directly relates to 
the scholarship you are applying for, and close with a strong 
statement about the impact that this award would make in 
your own life.

Express your gratitude – Whenever it fits naturally 
into your essay or answers, thank the review committee for 
taking the time to review your application and to recognize 
all the hard work they do. If it doesn’t fit naturally in your 
essay, handwrite a note in the margin of the front page of 
the application or after your signature, or, if you are filing 
electronically, there is generally a final space to provide 
additional information.  Something as simple as “Many 
thanks for taking the time to review my application!” will 
set you apart from the multitude of people who are simply 
sending out hundreds of applications in a nonstrategic 
manner.

 
Avoiding  Scholarship  Scams

The best rule of thumb to follow? If it seems too good to be 
true, it probably is!

Scholarships are a wonderful option for students who would 
like help paying for school. As with anything good, there are 
people out there who will take advantage of students’ trust 
and hopes. While most scholarship programs are legitimate, 
there are some scholarship scam artists out there. Keep your 
wits about you and never give out personal information unless 
you have verified that the scholarship is legitimate. 

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY 101

Essay Scholarships

Name: American in Solidarity Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $200-$1,000
Website: www.americasolidarity.org

Name: Earl Woods Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 10+
Scholarship Amount: $5,000
Website:www.tigerwoodsfoundation.org

Name: Horatio Alger Scholarship Program
Number of Scholarships: 100
Scholarship Amount: $20,000
Website: www.horatioalger.com

Name: Newsweek and Kaplan “My Turn” Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 10
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$5,000
Website: www.kaptest.com

Name: Prudential Community Spirit Awards
Number of Scholarships: 100+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$5,000
Website: www.principals.org

Name: Sweet 16 Magazine Scholarships
Number of Scholarships: 15+
Scholarship Amount: $500-$16,000
Website: www.guidepostmag.com

Name: Tuskegee Airmen Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 40+
Scholarship Amount: $1,500
Website: www.taisf.org

Name: Voice of Democracy Scholarship
Number of Scholarships: 50+
Scholarship Amount: $1,000-$5,000
Website: www.vfw.org
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RemembeR,
there are millions 

of scholarships 
available to students 
so if one doesn’t seem 

right, 

 m o v e  o n ,

Unsolicited 
Scholarship 
Offers 
If someone contacts you 
offering you a scholarship, via 
phone, mail or email, and you 
did not request information 
from that provider, be very 
careful. Scholarships are 
awarded to you after an 
application process; they are 
not just given out to random 
students, no matter how 
special they are.
 
Fees
Applying for legitimate 
scholarships does not 
cost money! Submitting 
applications will cost you 
time and effort, but should 
never cost money, no matter 
how small the amount. If any 
scholarship offers request you 
pay to submit an application, 
become eligible, etc., kick 
them to the curb.

Limited Time 
Offers 
Scholarships have deadlines; 
however, they are usually 
clearly stated within the 
application guidelines. 
Legitimate providers do not 
pressure students to apply for 
their scholarships; they have 
enough interest on their own. 
They also ensure that students 
have ample time to work on 
their scholarship applications 
and essays. If you ever feel 
pressured, the scholarship is 
likely a scam.

Gathering 
Personal 
Information 
Other than some basic 
information, a scholarship 
provider should not ask 
applicants for private 
information, such as 
your social security 
number. Some require 
more information from 
winners. However, if 
you’re just starting 
out in the application 
process and they ask 
for such information, 
do not provide it. It 
will likely be used for 
something other than 
what you intended.

Eligibility
Legitimate scholarships always 
have some sort of eligibility 
requirement, whether it’s age, 
grades, residency, or school 
year. Any scholarship that 
claims to be all-encompassing 
with absolutely no exceptions 
should raise a red flag. 

Don’t Call Us, 
We’ll Call You
Scholarship providers will give 
you contact information to 
reach them should you have 
any questions. Many scam 
artists out there will create a 
fake website claiming to be a 
scholarship provider without 
any way to contact them, or 
getting in touch with them 
is difficult. Keep an eye out 
for this because legitimate 
scholarship providers don’t 
have anything to hide. 

red flags
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Sometimes the timing is just not right to begin 
attending a four-year college right after high school. 
From a financial perspective, the decision to start 

at a four-year college just after graduating high school 
might not be in the cards. Many financial aid experts 
and financial planners suggest that you take the $10K 
Debt Challenge. If you have crunched the numbers and 
discover that you will have in excess of $10,000 per year 
in student loans in order to go to college, it is time to look 
at possible alternatives. Unless you are planning to major 
in technology, math, or the hard sciences where you will 
likely have a high income upon graduation, you may be 
handicapping yourself by taking on more debt that you’ll 
be able to repay in a reasonable amount of time. If you fall 
in to this category, you still have options.

The Amazing Value of Community Colleges
More and more students and parents are realizing that 
community college (also called junior college) is one of 
the greatest untapped resources when it comes to receiving 
an education in a cost-efficient manner. What makes 
community colleges such an intriguing option is the 
unique combination of affordability, excellent instruction, 
increased acceptance rate to four-year schools, and a less 
risky transition from high school to college life. 

Right off the bat, the savings at community college are 
jaw-dropping. Tuition rates at community colleges are 
often half the rate of tuition at state schools and one 
quarter the rate of private schools. And because most 
credits earned at a community college will transfer to most 
four year colleges, you can save thousands if not tens of 
thousands of dollars by attending a community college 
for one or two years and then going on to complete 
your degree at a four-year college. 

If you start at a four-year college and find that you 
eventually have to take an overload (more classes than 
are covered by the standard tuition fee), consider taking 
some of your general education courses at the local 
community college. You will save thousands of dollars 
compared to taking the same course at your four-year 
college and having to pay the overload rate.  

Working Your Way Through College
Students who work a part-time job during the school 

year (12 hours per week) and a full-time job during the 
summer can easily earn $5,000 to $10,000 per year to pay 
for college. Working 10-12 hours a week as a full-time 
student is considered reasonable. In fact, it help create a 
set routine that you must adhere to, making it less likely 
that you will become distracted. The top ten paying off-
campus jobs are: lifeguard, nanny, bank teller, waiter/
waitress, swim instructor, commissioned salesperson, 
construction, delivery, tutoring, and anything night or 
graveyard shift.

Work-study programs are a special type of financial 
aid that allow students to earn money for tuition by 
working in specially designated jobs on campus or with 
a local nonprofit organization. Eligibility for work-study 
programs is primarily determined based on a student’s 
demonstrated financial need so not all students will 
qualify. 

Become a Commuter Student
While most students are excited about having the full 
college experience and living on campus, sometimes 
the financial realities exist that make living at home or 
with friends or relatives, or maybe even as a nanny and 
commuting to school a better option. This could save 
you thousands in room and board costs and you could 
still participate in all the activities on campus - just not 
live there. But remember, commuting has costs too. 
Transportation and you still have to eat.  So crunch 
the numbers to see how much savings you will gain by 
commuting to school. 

The Intentional Alternative Plan
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Your Future is Bright Here.

Claflin 
University

“The World Needs Visionaries”

We are centrally located in Orangeburg, S.C., 75 miles west of 
historic Charleston and 40 miles south of the state capital, Columbia.
• Apply Online for Free 
•
•

Prestigious Honors College
 U.S. News & World Report calls Claflin the #1 best college value. 
Consumer Digest selected Claflin as the #3 best value among top 
private colleges and universities nationally.

 BACHELOR OF ARTS   
 DEGREES 
• African and African American

Studies
• Art
• Art Education
• Criminal Justice
• English
• English Education
• History
• Mass Communications
• Music (Jazz Studies)
• Music Education
• Philosophy & Religion
• Political Science
• Sociology
• Spanish
 BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
DEGREES 
• Biochemistry
• Bioinformatics
• Biology
• Biotechnology
• Business Administration

• Chemistry
• Computer Engineering
• Computer Science
• Digital Design
• Early Childhood Education
• Elementary Education
• Environmental Science
• Human Performance and

Recreation
• Management
• Management Information Science
• Marketing
• Mathematics
• Mathematics Education
• Middle Level Education
• Psychology
• Sport Management

DUAL-DEGREE PROGRAMS 
• Engineering (3+2 with Clemson

University)
• Engineering Technology (3+2

with SCSU)
• Biology/Public Health (4+1

with USC)

• Medical Laboratory Sciences
Associates Degree  Biotechnology
(2+2 with Orangeburg Calhoun
Technical College)

• Biotechnology Associates 
Bachelor of Science in
Biotechnology (2+2 with Greenville
Technical College)

• Biochemistry  Doctor of
Pharmacy (3+4 with Presbyterian)

• Biochemistry  Doctor of
Pharmacy (3+4 with MUSC)

• Pharmacy (3+4 with Presbyterian
College and USC School of
Pharmacy)

GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
• Master of Business Administration
(MBA)

• Master of Education in Curriculum
and Instruction (M.Ed.)

• Master of Science in Biotechnology
(M.S.)

• Masters in Criminal Justice

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

Office of Undergraduate Admissions • 803-535-5382 • Visit us at  www.claflin.edu /www.gotoclaflin.com
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You Don’t Have to Do it Alone

Securing your funding to attend college can be a difficult and overwhelming task, especially for 
families not familiar with the financial aid and scholarship process. Don’t try to do it alone. 
Tap the skills of people who are experts and have experience with financial aid and college 

funding. Talk with your high school guidance counselor. He or she has likely helped hundreds of 
students find the funding they need in order to attend college. Develop a first name relationship with 
financial aid advisors at the colleges were you are applying. They are paid to help assist you in securing 
the funds to attend their schools. Use them. They are invaluable.

Because completing the FAFSA is one of the most important steps in receiving financial aid, and 
is complicated to complete, ask for assistance filling it out (and check out our tips in Appendix 1). 
Many school districts offer sessions for parents assisting in completion of the form. Many community 
organizations provide one-on-one assistance to parents. And don’t be afraid to call the Federal Student 
Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID from 9:00am-8:00pm eastern time, Monday-Friday. The 
staff is eager to help you complete the forms correctly so that you receive the best award package 
possible. 

Good Luck!

Check out

    InfiniteScholar.org 
for a Fair Near You!
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visit.wustl.edu  |  800.638.0700  |  314.935.6000
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your questions...
What do you want to be? Where do you want to 
go in your life?  Those are BIG questions.

We have the answer:  We ARE the answer.

Choose the community college that will save you 
$1,000s of dollars.  

Come to the 96-year-old college that’s given 
a solid start to doctors, lawyers, accountants, 
scientists, teachers, nurses and hundreds of 
other alumni in solid professions.

Decide where you want to go, get where you 
want to go.....by starting here, with us.

www.MineralArea.edu ▪ (573) 431-4593 ▪ Park Hills, Missouri ▪ 

To answer
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T i p s 
for completinG the 
federal fafsa
 
Complete your FAFSA on the Web as early as October 1 
at www.fafsa.gov. Try to submit the FAFSA as early as 
possible in order to maximize your chances for college 
scholarships. 

The FAFSA on the Web allows families to transfer 
information provided on federal tax returns from the IRS 
database to the FAFSA on the Web. If you filed your tax 
returns electronically, the tax data will be available for 
transfer to the FAFSA after three weeks. If you filed paper 
tax returns, the tax data will be available for transfer after 
eight to ten weeks. If you completed your FAFSA before 
the IRS tax information was available for transfer, you can 
later transfer the IRS tax data as a FAFSA correction at 
www.fafsa.gov. Transferring tax information from the IRS 
to your FAFSA will reduce the amount of time the college 
needs to verify the information supplied on your FAFSA.

When there is no monetary value to report for an item, 
use -0- (zero). Do NOT leave the item blank unless you 
are instructed to skip a section. Blank responses can delay 
the application because the processor sometimes assumes 
you overlooked the item.

Be very careful when reporting your social 
security number and name. An error in either of 
these can cause significant delays. Make sure you report 
your name on the FAFSA as it appears on your social 
security card. If the name on your social security card 
needs to be updated, do that before you complete the 
FAFSA. If you do report the wrong social security number 
on the FAFSA, it is best to complete a new FAFSA using 
the correct number rather than correcting the number on 
your Student Aid Report (SAR).

Be careful when reporting your date of birth. 
This information is used for several database checks, and 
an error can create delays. A common mistake is to report 
the current year instead of your year of birth.

Appendix 1
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If you are a male between  
the ages of 18 and 25, be 
sure to register with the 
Selective Service. You can do 
so within the FAFSA on the Web, or 
directly with the Selective Service at 
www.sss.gov. In most cases, failure 
to register with the Selective Service 
will make you ineligible for federal 
financial aid.

Students sometimes answer 
questions about degrees 
and grade levels 
incorrectly. Common 
errors include reporting 
a professional degree 
when the student is 
pursuing a vocational 
program at a technical 
school. “Professional” 
generally means a degree 
to practice medicine, 
dentistry, or law. 
Another common error is for high 
school seniors to report their grade 
level as 5th year, when their college 
grade level should be reported as first 
year undergraduate. High school 
seniors sometimes mistakenly report 
having a degree, when that item 
refers to a bachelor’s degree earned 
by college students and not a high 
school diploma.

One of the most common errors on 
the FAFSA is for students to leave 
the student or parental asset fields 
blank. If there is no monetary value 
to report for assets, use a -0- rather 
than leaving the item blank. 

If your parents are divorced, 
you will only have to provide 
information about the parent you 
lived with the most in the last year. 
If you lived with both parents for an 
equal amount of time in the last year, 
provide information about the parent 
who provided the most financial 

support to you. If that parent has 
remarried, you will need to report 
parents’ marital status as ‘married’ on 
the FAFSA and provide income and 
asset information for your stepparent.

I f  y o u r  f a m i l y  h a s  u n u s u a l 
circumstances (such as divorce, death 
of a parent, loss of employment, loss 
of income or benefits, homelessness, 
unusually high medical expenses, 
active military service, natural 
disaster, foster care placement, etc.) 

that might affect 
your need for student 
financial aid, please be 
sure to consult with 
the financial aid office 
at the college you 
plan to attend. The 
financial aid director 
may be able to use 
professional judgment 
to adjust your 

financial aid eligibility. This occurs 
after you receive your initial award. 
If you feel that your award would be 
higher if additional information was 
know, then contact the financial aid 
director at the college to discuss your 
special circumstances. 

Sign the FAFSA and have 
at least one parent whose 
information is provided on 
the form sign the FAFSA. 
You and your parent can apply for 
PIN numbers while completing 
the FAFSA on the Web so you can 
sign the form electronically. Missing 
signatures cause delays in processing. 
(Note: There are special exceptions for 
parents unable to sign due to active 
military duty or natural disaster. 
Contact your college for further 
information).

After the FAFSA is submitted you 
should receive an output document 
called the Student Aid Report, or 

SAR. If you provided an email address 
on the FAFSA, you will receive an 
email with a link to this information 
within three to five days. The SAR 
will indicate your family’s Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC) and tell 
you if you are eligible for a Federal 
Pell Grant. Carefully review the SAR 
to look for any errors. If corrections 
need to be made, you can make 
corrections on-line at 

www.fafsa.gov

www.
FAFSA.
GOV
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Partner Colleges

ALABAMA
Alabama A & M University
Alabama State University
Athens State University
Auburn University
Concordia College of Alabama
Faulkner University
Gadsden State Community College
Jacksonville State University
Jefferson State Community College
Judson College
Lawson State Community College
Miles College
Stillman College
Talladega College
Troy University
Tuskegee University
University of Alabama
University of Alabama-Birmingham
University of Montevallo
University of South Alabama
Wallace State Community College

ARKANSAS
Philander-Smith College
University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff

COLORADO
Columbia College (Colorado)
Johnson and Wales University 
(Colorado)

CONNECTICUT
Trinity College
Wesleyan University

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
American University
Gallaudet University
Howard University

FLORIDA
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Bethune-Cookman University
Barry University
Broward College
Columbia College (Florida)
Edward Waters College
Florida A & M University
Florida Gulf Coast University
Florida International University
Florida Memorial University
Florida Southern College
Hodges University
Johnson and Wales University 
(Florida)
Keiser University
Nova Southeastern University
Saint Thomas University
South Florida University
Southwest Florida College
Stetson University
University of Miami
University of North Florida
University of Phoenix (Florida)
University of South Florida
University of West Florida

GEORGIA
Brenau University
Clark Atlanta University
Columbus State University
Covenant College
Fort Valley State University
Georgia College
Georgia State University
Paine College
Savannah State University
South Georgia State College
University of West Georgia

IOWA
Graceland University
Iowa State University
University of Iowa
University of Northern Iowa

ILLINOIS
Chicago State University
Columbia College (Illinois)
Dominican University
Eastern Illinois University
Greenville College
Lindenwood University-Belleville
Loyola University Chicago
Roosevelt University
Saint Augustine College
Schools of the Art Institute Chicago
South Suburban College
Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale
Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville
University of Illinois-Springfield
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign
Western Illinois University

INDIANA
Anderson University
Ball State University
Calumet College of St. Joseph
Earlham College
Franklin College
Hanover College
Indiana State University
Indiana Tech
Indiana University - Bloomington
Indiana University – Northwest
Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis
Purdue University
Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology
Saint Joseph’s College
Taylor University
Valparaiso University
Vincennes University

KANSAS
Donnelly College
MidAmerica Nazarene University

Partner Collegesour
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Partner Colleges

Newman University
Pittsburg State University
University of Kansas 
University of Saint Mary
Washburn University
Wichita State University

KENTUCKY
Berea College
Kentucky State University
Morehead State University
Murray State University
Northern Kentucky University
Simmons College of Kentucky
University of Louisville
Western Kentucky University

LOUISIANA
Dillard University
Grambling State University
Loyola University New Orleans
Southern University and A&M 
College
Xavier University of Louisiana

MARYLAND
Bowie State University
Capitol Technology University
Coppin State University
Morgan State University
Stevenson University
University of Maryland -College Park
University of Maryland-Eastern 
Shore

MICHIGAN
Albion College
Calvin College
Central Michigan University
Delta College
Eastern Michigan University
Ferris State University
Grand Valley State University
Michigan State University
Mott Community College
Northwood University
Olivet College
Rochester College
Saginaw Valley State University

University of Detroit-Mercy
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
University of Michigan-Dearborn
Wayne State University
Western Michigan University

MINNESOTA
Concordia College

MISSOURI
Columbia College (Missouri)
Fontbonne University
Hannibal-LaGrange University
Harris-Stowe State University
Lincoln University (MO)
Lindenwood University
Metropolitan Community College-
Kansas City
Mineral Area College
Missouri Baptist University
Missouri Southern State University
Missouri State University
Missouri University of Science & 
Technology
Missouri Valley College
Missouri Western State University
Northwest Missouri State University
Park University
Ranken Technical College
Saint Charles Community College
Saint Louis College of Pharmacy
Saint Louis Community College
Saint Louis University
Southeast Missouri State University
Southwest Baptist University
Stevens-The Institute of Business 
and Arts
Truman State University
University of Central Missouri
University of Missouri - Columbia
University of Missouri - St. Louis
University of Missouri-Kansas City
Washington University in St. Louis
Westminister College
Webster University
William Jewell University

MISSISSIPPI
Alcorn State University
Jackson State University

Mississippi Valley State University
Rust College
Tougaloo College

NORTH CAROLINA

Appalachian State
Bennett College
East Carolina University
Elizabeth City State University
Fayetteville State University
Johnson and Wales University (North 
Carolina)
Johnson C. Smith University
Livingstone College
Mid-Atlantic Christian University
North Carolina A&T State University
North Carolina Central University
North Carolina Wesleyan University
Saint Augustine’s University
Salem College
Shaw University
Triangle Tech
Winston-Salem State University

NEBRASKA
College of Saint Mary
Concordia University of Nebraska
University of Nebraska-Omaha
York College

NEW MEXICO
New Mexico Military Institute

NEW YORK
Bryant and Stratton College

OHIO
Ashland University
Baldwin Wallace University
Capital University
Cedarville University
Central State University
Chatfield College
Cincinnati State  University
Clark State University
Cleveland State University
Edison State College
Fortis Institute
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Partner Colleges

Partner Colleges
John Carroll University
Kent State University
Lake Erie College
Marietta College
Miami University of Ohio
Mount St. Joseph University
Mount Union College
Ohio State University
Ohio University
Sinclair Community College
University of Cincinnati
University of Cincinnati-A&S
University of Cincinnati-Blue Ash
University of Cincinnati-CECH
University of Dayton
University of Mount Union
University of Northern Ohio
Ursuline College
Wilberforce University
Wilmington College
Wright State University
Youngstown State University

OKLAHOMA
Langston University
Oklahoma Christian University
Oklahoma City University
Oklahoma State University

PENNSYLVANIA
Allegheny College
Community College of Allegheny 
County
Duquesne University
Geneva College
Grove City College
Juniata College
La Roche College
Lincoln University (PA)
Mount Aloysius College
Pennsylvania State University
Pennsylvania State University-
McKeesport
Point Park University
Robert Morris University
Saint Vincent College
Slippery Rock University
University of Pittsburgh
Waynesburg University
Westminster College

RHODE ISLAND
Johnson and Wales University 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Allen University
Benedict College
Claflin University
Clemson University
Denmark Technical College
Morris College
South Carolina State University
The Citadel
Voorhees College

TENNESSEE
Bethel University
Chattanooga State Community 
College
Fisk University
Lane College
Middle Tennessee State University
Rhodes College
Tennessee State University
Tennessee Tech University
Tennessee Wesleyan College
Tusculum College
University of Tennessee - Knoxville
University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga

TEXAS
Baylor University
Cedar Valley College
Columbia College (Texas)
Dallas Christian College
East Texas Baptist College
Grayson College
Hill College
Howard Payne University
Huston-Tillotson University
Jarvis Christian College
Lamar University
Lubbock Christian University
McMurry University
Midwestern State University
Paul Quinn College
Prairie View A & M University
Sam Houston State University
Southwestern Assemblies of God 
University

Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary
Southwestern Christian College
Tarleton State University
Texas A&M University-College 
Station
Texas A&M University-Commerce
Texas College
Texas Southern University
Texas State Technical College
Texas State University
Texas Tech University
Texas Woman’s University
University of North Texas
University of Texas Arlington
University of Texas at Tyler
University of Texas San Antonio
University of Texas-Austin
University of Texas-Dallas
Vanderbilt University
Wiley College

VIRGINIA
Averett University
Christopher Newport University
College of William and Mary
Ferrum College
Hampton University
J. Sargeant Reynolds Community 
College
James Madison University
Liberty University
Longwood University
Lynchburg College
Norfolk State University
Old Dominion University
Radford University
Regent University
Reynolds Community College
Strafford University
University of Mary Washington
University of Richmond
University of Virginia
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Military Institute
Virginia State University
Virginia Tech
Virginia Union University
Washington & Lee University
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Partner Colleges

Partner Colleges
VIRGIN ISLANDS
University of the Virgin Islands

WASHINGTON
Pacific Lutheran University

WEST VIRGINIA
Alderson Broaddus University
West Virginia State University
Wheeling Jesuit University
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March2Success is an online test preparation course that provides help with 
taking standardized tests, and improving math, language arts and science skills.

March2Success is free. There is no obligation. 

March2Success helps students prepare for:
• SAT/ACT college entrance tests
• State assessment or exit tests
• Trade school entrance tests
• Military entrance test
•  High school/college 

placement tests
• Applying for a job

TALK TO YOUR STUDENTS ABOUT HOW 
THE ARMY CAN HELP ENHANCE THEIR MATH, 
ENGLISH AND SCIENCE SKILLS AND LEARN 
VALUABLE TEST TAKING STRATEGIES

Developed by the Army for students!
www.March2Success.com
Sign on. See a demo. Register for the course.
Scan the QR Code to view our STEM video.

©2018. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.
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